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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by .another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-3, 5, 6, 12, 13, 15, 16 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by ERICKSON (U.S. Patent 6,892,210). 

As to claim 1, ERICKSON teaches a method for synchronizing object caches 
(databases) (col. 2, lines 42 - col. 3, line 27), the method comprising: changing a first 
object (record / field) in a first system (user computer), a second object (record / field) in 
a second system (user computer), and a third object (record / field) in a third system 
(user computer), wherein each object contains at least one unchanged attribute (fields 
that are not modified / fields that are not synchronized); determining a first object 
change set (deleted record of the database), a second object change set (another 
deleted record of the database), and a third object change set (another deleted record 
of the database), which represents the changes made to the first object (record), the 
second object (record), and the third object (record), respectively, and wherein an object 
change set contains an attribute if and only if the attribute has been changed (via 
determining whether action = delete and if so, sending a message to delete record in 
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other databases) (col. 4, lines 58-65; col. 5, lines 9-22; col. 8, lines 28-57; col. 9, lines 
30-45; col. 21, lines 1-27; col. 21, lines 55-65); and sending the object change set from 
the a respective system directly to the other systems which causes the respective 
systems to use their respective merging units to apply the object change set to the 
corresponding objects in the respective other systems (col. 21, lines 1-27; col. 21, lines 
55-65). 

As to claim 2, ERICKSON teaches a step of synchronizing databases between 
the first and second systems (VIA determining the computer users within the sharing 
community whose database table is to be synchronized with the Sync computer and 
sending a synchronization message to those computers) (col. 14, lines 22-41; col. 14, 
lines 54-67; col. 22, lines 24-34). It is inherent to the teachings of ERICKSON that in 
order to synchronize over a network of computers, a communication link must be 
established such that the synchronization message is sent over the communication link 
(See also col. 17, lines 1-20) 

As to claim 3, ERICKSON teaches that the other users computer hare 
subscribed / registered / interested in a synchronization message from the user (via 
determining whether action = delete and if so, sending a message to delete record in 
other databases) (col. 4, lines 58-65; col. 5, lines 9-22; col. 8, lines 28-57; col. 9, lines 
30-45; col. 21 , lines 1-27; col. 21 , lines 55-65). It is inherent to the teachings of 
ERICKSON that the communication between the user computers are a publish and 
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subscribe since a Sync computer must determine based upon the other registered user 
computers of whom to send the synchronization message to. 

As to claim 5, ERICKSON teaches sending the object change set to a database 
for updating the correspond object in the database (via the user / sync computer 
performing the changes first on its database before sending the message) (col. 9, lines 
31-44). 

As to claim 6, ERICKSON teaches determining whether the Sync computer 
accepts the modifications, and if so, the Sync object is similarly used to change the 
Remote Database Table and to update the corresponding record (col. 9, lines 31-44). 
ERICKSON also teaches that the invention is used to synchronize database records 
throughout the sharing community (abstract). It is inherent to the teachings of 
ERICKSON that should the changes not be accepted that no message is sent, since 
ERICKSON synchronizes database records across a sharing community and the 
changes were not approved on the Sync computer. 

As to claims 12, 13, 15 and 16, refer to claims 1, 2, 5 and 6 for rejection. 

As to claim 32, reference is made to a computer storage medium that 
corresponds to the method of claim 1 and is therefore met by the rejection of claim 1 
above. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-3, 5, 6, 12, 13, 15, 16 and 32 
have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. A copy of 
the provision application related to the applied U.S. Patent 6,892,210 is provided. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lewis A. Bullock, Jr. whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3759. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 
p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Meng An can be reached on (571) 272-3756. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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